Our principal hypothesis is that reasoning and decision making are alike in that they both depend on the construction of mental models, and so they should both give rise to similar phenomena.
Introduction
The classical theory of decision making, whatever its status as a specification of rationality, does not begin to explain the mental processes underlying decisions (e.g., Slavic, 1990) . On the one hand, the theory is radically incomplete: it has nothing to say about when one should decide to make a decision, or how one should determine the range of options, or how one should assess the utilities of various outcomes.
On the other hand, the theory conflicts with the evidence on Preparation of this paper was supported by a grant from CNR.
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